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ielf in great financial difficulties. It was while
it Burke's academy that Poe was taken home by
L younger schoolmate, Rob Stanard, the son of
Fudge Robert Stanard, and introduced to the
>oy's mother. Jane Stith Stanard was a beauti-
,'ui and sympathetic woman who aroused in the
foung Poe a youthful and romantic worship. In
^pril 1824 the lady died in circumstances of
jreat tragedy and there is a tradition that Poe
visited her grave at night. At any rate in "To
Helen" his most famous lines arc addressed to
her: "Helen, thy beauty is to me" (S. H, Whit-
man, EdyarPoc and His Critics, 1860, p. 50).

In 1824 Lafayette visited Richmond, and upon
this occasion Poe as the lieutenant of a cadet or-
ganization helped to receive him. The boy now
first seems to have been really "about town." and
to have come across evidences of his foster fa-
ther's domestic infidelity. From this time on,
evidence of great stress in the Allan household
is not lacking. In November 1824 John Allan
wrote a letter to Poe's elder brother in Baltimore
in which, by hinting at possible indiscretions of
Mrs. Poe and the illegitimacy of Rosalie, the
poet's sister, the older man attempted to seal the
mouth of his ward as to his own marital indis-
cretions. The letter is a decidedly "pious" and
cold-blooded affair in which Poe is pictured as
ungrateful, with bitter complaints* In 1825 John
Allan inherited a fine fortune from his uncle,
William Gait (Gait's will, in Israfcl, II, 859-64),
which made him one of the richest men in Vir-
ginia. The family soon moved into a "mansion"
long known as tlie "Allan House" at the corner
of Main and Fifth Streets, Richmond, where they
lived in considerable style and with lavish hos-
pitality. In this turn for the better young Poe
fully participated and he also confidently counted
on a future participation as the long-cherished
foster child of the house. For some time he had
been known as "Edgar Allan/' but by 1824 he
was signing himself "Edgar A. Poe," thus pre-
serving at least in part the use of his foster fa-
ther's name, lie had done well at school, was
rather brilliant at languages, and a remarkably
able swimmer. A swim of six miles under a hot
sun in the James was long remembered in Rich-
mond* This was accomplished when he was only
about fifteen. He seems even then to have had
Lord Byron in mind. In the loft of his father's
firm, which imported books, music, and periodi-
cals, Poe had early become familiar with much
of the current of literary tendencies and criti-
cism. His literary horizon was for a young man
in a provincial capital surprising. He had also
followed his heart as well as his head and had
been paying court to a neighbor's daughter,
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Sarah Elmira Roystcr, to whom he was secretly
engaged when his foster father, after a brief
period of tutoring1, sent him to the University
of Virginia early in 1826. The relations between
Allan and his "son" it is safe to say were already
somewhat strained. Poe had considered his fos-
ter mother ill-used and had taken her part in do-
mestic strife.

Poe matriculated on Feb. 14, 1826, in the
schools of ancient and modern languages but re-
mained at the University only for one term. He
left the following Christmas under a distinct
cloud. The causes of this were somewhat com*
plicated. Owing to the apparently calculated
stinginess of his foster father (Poe to Allan,
Jan. 3, 1831, Stanard, post, pp. 253-58), Poe
found himself in debt to the institution upon the
date of his arrival and with no spending money
whatever. He was known to be the "son" of a
rich man, the University was new, its students
mostly the gay sons of easy-going planters, and
the discipline was at that time very lax. Poe at-
tempted to provide himself with funds at cards,
lost, plunged heavily, exploited his credit with
local merchants in order to pay, and ended about
$2,500 in debt. Talcs of his heavy drinking as a
student can be dismissed as fond recollections of
classmates in a moral old age. Poe drank enough,
however, to prove that a very little was extraordi-
narily disastrous to him. "Less than a little was
with him too much," Correspondence with his
sweetheart Miss Royster had been intercepted
by her parents, and Poe had no word from her.
Despite these worries, he distinguished himself
in both Latin and French and was in excellent
standing with the authorities. Bills for his debts
being rendered to Allan, however, that gentle-
man withdrew his "son" from the University in
great indignation. Poe wished to return, but his
foster father refused to pay his losses at cards.
Without that, return was impossible. Allan now
wished to have Poe take up the reading of law;
Poe on his part was bent on a literary career*
With this ambition Allan had no patience. A
violent quarrel between the two occurred, Mar.
18, 1827, and the next day Poe left his foster fa-
ther's house to seek his fortune under an as-
sumed name.

He took ship cither from Richmond or Nor-
folk, Va., and went to Boston where he arrived
some time in April 1827 (Stanard, post, pp. 51-
53). He did not, as some biographers assert, at
this time go to England. Arrived in Boston, Poe
now entered into an arrangement with an ob-
scure young printer, Calvin F. S, Thomas, to
print his first volume, Tamerlane and Other
Poems (1827), a small pamphlet bound in tea-
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